
I R I S H  G R E E N  B U I L D I N G  C O U N C I L

Activity 
Report
2015

Leadership for a Sustainable  
Built Environment

I R I S H  G R E E N  B U I L D I N G  C O U N C I L

I R I S H  G R E E N  B U I L D I N G  C O U N C I L



IGBC had another great year in 2015. Highlights 
included the soft launch of our Home Perfor-
mance Index, the start of  the Build Upon project 
designed to help Ireland develop an ambitious 
long term renovation strategy and the roll out of 
the QualiBuild training courses.  2016 promises to 
be another action packed year for IGBC with proj-
ects designed to create transformative change in 
the Irish Property and Construction Market. 

Prof.J.Owen Lewis Chair Irish Green Building 
Council

I have always been 
really impressed by 
the Green Building  
Council” 
Minister Alex White

“

Event pictures from COP21

76 IGBC 
members

661
Participants

30 IGBC 
events

SITE VISITS 
for World Green Building Week

The Guinness Brewhouse

Green Room 
Conference 
sponsored by Saint-Gobain, took place in  
May with some great international speakers

building our community...snapshot of the year...

We moved to 

19 
Mountjoy 
Square



IGBC worked with partners CIF, LIT, DIT and ITB to deliver the first pilot Foundation Energy Skills (FES) courses  
under the Intelligent Energy Europe funded project QualiBuild.

 IGBC collaborated with BRE academy to offer BREEAM training.

1000
MEMBERS
of the public 
at the SelfBuild shows in  
Dublin and Cork to talk about 
importance of quality for new 
build and  renovation and 
sent them the  E Book with 
tips and articles  developed 
by IGBC as part of the Quali-
Build project.

trained in LEED and BREEAM

for new residential development

73 1

completed train the trainer through 
the QualiBuild project.

68
construction 
trainers

construction 
professionals

new
certification
system

completed the QualiBuild 
Foundation Energy Skills training 

97
construction 
workers

the first

IGBC met with over 

FES Training

“If successful and if adopted widely by the 
industry players and home buying public, it 
could be in widespread use in new housing 

developments within a few years with 
substantial environmental, economic  

and occupier benefits....”  
EPA project evaluation   

“Very educational 
very practical” 

FES Participant

“Highly recommend the 
course, really enjoyed it”  

FES Participant

What is it?
The Home Performance Index provides a label for quality sustainable residential 
development complementing existing schemes used in the commercial sector 
such as BREEAM and LEED. 

For the developer
• Communicate the quality of your homes to homebuyers

• Demonstrate quality of the development to planning authorities, potentially 
saving time and cost

• Provide a sustainability indicator to investment funds and housing 
associations who increasingly require this for their own reporting

• Provide a mark of Quality to FDI clients who value the wellbeing of their 
employees 

• Enable design and construction teams to work more effectively together, 
setting and achieving quality and sustainability targets

• Add value to your development and investment portfolio

How is certifi cation achieved?
The HPI certifi cation is based on 30 verifi able indicators divided into fi ve 
categories: Environmental, Economic, Health and Wellbeing, Quality Assurance 
and Sustainable Location. Each indicator allows several levels of achievement 
based on good, better and best practice. An award is then based on the overall 
attainment across all categories. 

The design team is encouraged to work from a very early stage to achieve targets 
and provides the evidence requested for each of the indicators. This is then 
audited for compliance and if successful, certifi cation can be awarded for the 
level achieved.

For the homeowner
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Costs
  Annual heating costs per 
year €250 - €400

  Can be easily extended if 
needed

  Smart metering of energy to 
allow easy control of costs

  Very low fl ood risk

  Low transport costs

Wellbeing 
  Designed for enhanced 
daylight levels

  Better than standard sound 
proofi ng between dwellings

  Designed for excellent 
indoor air quality

  Uses healthy materials

  Location ensures walkable 
distance to amenities for 
active lifestyles

Our Planet
  A2 BER rating ensures lower 
carbon emissions

  Reduced impact from 
construction materials used

  Designed for 40% less water 
consumption per occupant 
than average Irish home

  Development helps reduce 
fl ood risk in the locality

  The development improves 
the local ecology

It provides homebuyers with the assurance 
that their homes have been designed and 
constructed with care to ensure low running 
costs, enhance their wellbeing and minimise 
environmental impacts. THE HOME PERFORMANCE INDEX (HPI)

is Ireland’s first national certification system
for quality and sustainable residential development

The verifi ed positive impacts of the development can be communicated in simple 
language to the home buyer.

THE HOME PERFORMANCE INDEX (HPI)
is Ireland’s first national certification system

for quality and sustainable residential development

THE HOME PERFORMANCE INDEX (HPI)

is Ireland’s first national certification system

for quality and sustainable residential development

How has it been developed?
It has been developed by the Irish Green Building Council in consultation with 

its members, major housing developers, housing associations and the main 

construction institutes.It is informed by an extensive review of best international 

and European practice in the design of assessment systems.
Who is  the Irish Green 
Building Council?

The Irish Green Building Council is the leading authority on best practice 

sustainable building in Ireland and is made up of the leading businesses 

operating in the Irish construction and property industry. It is part of a global 

network of over 100 Green Building Councils.Find out moreContact Irish Green Building Council: info@igbc.ie

Leadership for a Sustainable Built Environment

19 Mountjoy Square East, Dublin, D01 E8P5.

Telephone +353 1 681 58 43     info@igbc.ie     www.igbc.ie

creating market drivers...building skills and awareness...

IGBC won funding to roll Home 
Performance Index  out in 2016



12Green
Building Councils
on Build Upon 
Horizon 2020

€2.35 

What they are doing is exactly what I want 
to see happening, pulling people together 
and matching up the technical expertise that 
they have with the enthusiasm we are finding 
more and more in people and communities” 
Minister for Communication Energy and Natural Resources - Alex White 

“

Renowiki (the wikipedia 
of renovation) launched 
for the Build Upon project 
with renovation initiatives 
catalogued for 13 countries 
www.buildupon.eu

120
key stakeholders 
as part of the Build Upon

IGBC  
identified in651

IGBC 
resources

Video

Article

Presentation

Project

Draft IGBC Documents

Publications

Video ArticlePublications Draft IGBC Presentation Project

Article Presentation ProjectVideoPublicationsDraft IGBC Doc

151

IGBC website launched with:

IGBC 
videos

Video

Article

Presentation

Project

Draft IGBC Documents

Publications

Video ArticlePublications Draft IGBC Presentation Project

Article Presentation ProjectVideoPublicationsDraft IGBC Doc
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SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS

8
Participated in:

Radio & TV 
interviews

COP 21
IGBC participated in Corporate Ireland 
Climate pledges with other business 
organisations for COP21 here with 
Minister for Environment Alan Kelly.

million project to help our Gov-
ernments develop their national 
renovation strategies

and featured regularly in the quality 
national papers and most important trade 
publications

IGBC partnered 
with 

communicating our message...leading change...
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Platinum Members

Gold Members

Silver Members


